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Applicatton No. 
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Applicant(s} 



2wanttnburg 



Examiner 



Ivars CIntins 



Art Unit 

1724 



- T'A* MAILING DATE of this communication appears on thm covmr mhaat with tho eoiroapomtanem mddmss - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

•Extann(»aft«mrn>|fb««va8MiMwtorthopn^^ In no hwwwar. m.y e ripV b« thi^V 

msifiriQ dsto of this oonvnuni&vtiofi. 
. If th« p«bd fw «p«ifM AoM» » IBM thw th^ 

- H NO pwJ for to ipactW «bov«. th« maitiTm 

•IW»tonvl|fwrtfwith«t«or«tWKl»dp«bdfof mpV^ I ,331^ 

- Arv iip^f f»c«rad by th. Offk» tfi«t th»» m« 
o«nod potsnt tarni acQuvtmant. Saa 37 CFR 1.704(b}. 

Status 

1 ) B Responsive to communication(s) filed on May 31, 2002 




2a) □ This action is FJNAL. 2b) 59 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under fxparfe Quayie, 1935 CO. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Qalms 

4) B aaim(s) ±9_ _ is/g^e pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above. claim{s} is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) □ aaim(s) ^ is/are allowed. 

6) K Claimls) ±9 rejected. 

7) □ aaim(s) j5/3,3 objected to. 

8) 0 Oaims ^ arg subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
lOlD The drawjng(s) filed on 



. is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(8) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) 

11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved WD disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Aclcnowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f), 
ajD Ail «□ Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Staoe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
•See the attached detaUed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9{e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Aclcnowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C, §§120 and/or 121. 
Attachmentls) 

II K ^ fWeronc- Oti^f (PT0.8a2) 4| □ lrt«y»«r Sur««iv (Pra413) NofJ. 

3} □ Momwtian Dbdom StstamMitls) (PTO-1449) No{«]. 0} □ Othvr: 



U. 8. PBtsm and Tntfsmtrtc Offka 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper N . 17 



Serial Number: 09/678,457 
Art Unit: 1724 



Page 2 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent imless — 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more 
than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 4-9 are rejected under 35 U.SX. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Scholer (U.S. Patent No. 2,832,373). See 
Fig. 1; col. 4, lines 19-22; and col. 6, lines 58-59. 

Applicant's arguments filed March 4, 2002 have been noted 
and carefully considered, but no longer appear to be relevant in 
view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Duggan (U.S. Patent No. 1,354,604) and Wilbanks (U.S. Patent 
No. 2,006,287) disclose similar water softening systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to I. Cintins 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-3840. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

The fax phone numbers for this art unit are: (703) 872-9311 
for "Official" faxes after Final Rejection; (703) 872-9310 for 
all other "Official" faxes; and (703) 872-9492 for "Draft" and 
other "Unofficial" faxes. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



Ivars C. Cintins 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 

I, Cintins 
June 15, 2002 
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